I ask: is this what capitalist "civilization** has corne
to? Is this inevitable? Can this be justified? I cannot
imagine a devil who could palliate this crime. But I can
imagine what would happen if these billions were spent
to enrich the men of physical labour with intellectual
energy. I can imagine it,, because I am a citizen of the
Soviet Union, a country where there are no capitalits, and
where, in truly difficult conditions, the working class is
displaying amazing talent in all spheres of application
of energy to the work of building anew culture. The
thoughts of the patriots are least of all occupied with the
working people at a time when, in Europe and America,
they go about unemployed and die of starvation, and in
the capitalist colonies are mown down by machine guns,
fighting for liberation from exploitation by the maraud-
ers.
Really, it is very difficult to understand what is wor-
rying the pacifists and what they are out for. Perhaps
the only explanation of their worry is that they, the pac-
ifists and humanitarians, dwell in the rear of the ar-
mies, and that the generals are threatening that the next
holocaust of nations will not spare even the meek deni-
zens of the rear.
Generally, one gets the impression that the humani-
tarians have already for a long time been living in the
rear of events, at the back of history, and that their prin-
cipal urge is for self-preservation and tranquility. It is
hard to imagine how the pacifists will behave when the
inevitable and last war breaks out, the war which will
destroy all possibility of national wars.
We know that all the fury of the nationalists' hate
is directed against the Soviet Union. It is likewise clear
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